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the German armored forces were transported on cross-country vehi-
cles with caterpillar tractors. Thus, except for their tank brigades,
the German armored divisions were largely road-bound. Certainly
the Russian lack of modern roads hampered the Axis as it had all
previous invaders. And certainly, in spite of German forethought
and organizing ability, the immensity of almost roadless Russia
weighed upon the invaders like a great stone.

So matters stood when on December 7, 1941, the war was again
politically transformed. On that Sunday morning the crews of the
American battleship fleet anchored in Pearl Harbor, near Honolulu
in the Hawaiian Islands, suddenly found themselves under attack
by Japanese planes.